Dr Bellazzi's research interests range across clinical and molecular domains, including data mining, web-based telemedicine for the management of chronic disease, mathematical modeling of biological systems, and the development of novel bioinformatics methods, particularly in the temporal analysis of gene expression patterns, proteomics and analysis of tissue microarray data. He has authored more than 200 publications, and has been an active contributor to both AMIA and IMIA conferences. He was an AMIA Student Paper award winner for work associated with his PhD thesis in 1992.
Dr Riccardo Bellazzi is one of the renaissance figures of our field, whose work is having international impact in the emerging field of clinical bioinformatics. He will be the scientific program chair for Medinfo 2010 in Capetown, South Africa. His election to the College as an International Fellow recognizes these technical and organizational achievements that have had impact both in his own country and in the Americas.
Atul Butte, MD, PhD Dr Fraser began his research career working with ACMI fellow William Long on the evaluation of an Artificial Intelligence program for heart disease diagnosis, and has since developed an active research and development program in healthcare technologies for developing nations. He has created systems to support teleradiology in Africa, multiply-drug-resistant TB treatment in Peru, and HIV treatment in Haiti. His nomination notes that "unlike many other attempts, where unanticipated changes in requirements or narrowness of approach have scuttled promising projects, the ones Dr Fraser has built have 'just worked', have been accepted and loved by their users, and even political upheavals have failed to kill them." The College considers this high praise indeed in parts of the resourcelimited world characterized by poverty, illiteracy, and frequent turnover of political winners and losers.
With colleagues at other US and international institutions, Dr Fraser has championed the development and deployment of the OpenMRS electronic medical records system platform in countries of sub-Saharan Africa, the Caribbean, and South America. Dr Fraser's nomination also noted that he "is a strongly motivated, highly productive and inspirational leader in the push to develop appropriate healthcare technologies for the developing world". These enduring achievements are recognized and honored by election to Fellowship in the College.
Rita Kukafka, DrPH His nomination notes that Dr Schleyer is a pioneer in the discipline of dental informatics, a field that only recently has begun to mature. He is currently the highest-published author in the field of dental informatics. At the time of his election to the College, Dr Schleyer was principal investigator on a NIH RO1 grant entitled 'A Controlled Terminology for Diagnoses and Findings in General Dentistry'. Prior to this award, no investigator in the USA had ever received an R01 award for a dental informatics research project. He is the fourth dentist to be elected to Fellowship in the College, among the approximately 150 000 active dental practitioners in the country.
He has been an active contributor to the CTSA consortium and chairs the CTSA Communications workgroup. He has also chaired two ANSI standards committee working groups, for educational software and dental electronic health record information models. His election to the College recognizes these technical and professional service contributions.
Jaap Suermondt, PhD Dr Weiner has devoted her career to the development and evaluation of educational technologies for nursing. In the late 1980s, she received one of the initial IBM grants for innovative education. She and her collaborators created an awardwinning informatics-based labor and delivery simulation. This program has changed the way that nursing students prepare for their clinical obstetrics experience; the videodisc has been employed in the curricula of 98% of the nursing schools in the country. At the University of Cincinnati she was Director of Academic Computing, and there developed an online course management software system called 'Classware' that preceded today's 'Blackboard' software.
In recent years her work in educational technologies has been focused on emergency preparedness and response, and in this domain she and her colleagues received the 2007 Sigma Theta Tau Computer-based Professional Education Technology Award, signifying that the software they developed was the best in the nursing community worldwide for 2005e2007. For this she was invited to join the faculty of the European Masters in Disaster Medicine program. Dr Weiner has worked with the Botswana Minister of Health and the University of Botswana to determine and meet educational needs for nurses as they expand their infrastructure to build a much needed private hospital. She has served as a WHO consultant to nurses in Jordan in the area of online learning in emergency preparedness. Her election to the College recognizes these technical innovations, and service to a global health community.
